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Referendum provides solution to classroom space needs
While many area school districts faced declining enrollments in the last two decades, the Hamilton School District experienced consistent slow
growth. With current enrollment at 4,860, the district has 1,090 more students than when Woodside Elementary School —
 the last school the
district built — opened in 1999. Recent residential developments are accelerating enrollment growth beyond what additions can now resolve.
•
•

Higher enrollments were accomodated from 2012-2015 without going to referendum or incurring
debt with additions at Hamilton High School, Woodside and Marcy Elementary Schools.
Future enrollment growth cannot be addressed through additions to existing facilities. A new
intermediate school and high school renovation-expansion projects are proposed.

•
•

Existing facilities are in excellent shape thanks to an ongoing maintenance plan. Unlike many school
districts, Hamilton is considering a referendum due to increased enrollments, not to address delayed
or neglected maintenance.
Energy conservation programs implemented from 2001 to 2015 avoided $2 million of costs.
5488

Enrollment growth, history of facility projects
5000

4688

4551

4242

5088

Current
enrollment
4860

Target capacity - 4,800 students

3925

4000

Over capacity

3280

3000
2000

Enrollment

1995		
2000		
Facility projects in last 20 years
1996

2005

2004

HHS science
addition, Lannon
renovationaddition

Hamilton Fine
Arts Center built,
Marcy classroom
addition

1999

Woodside built,
TMS addition,
Maple Avenue
classroom
renovation and
new gym

2010

2015		

2008*

2014*

HHS existing gym
renovation

2007*

HHS library
renovation,
Project Lead The
Way lab, elevator
install

No kids in school? Quality education affects everyone
Quality K-12 public education has been shown to lead to:
• Higher home values,
• Stability in the community due to
- more gainful employment,
- stable families,
- productive citizens,
- fewer crimes,
- fewer demands on the public health care system,
- less welfare assistance.
“The Social and Economic Benefits of Public Education” by Dana Mitra,
Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University
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Cost of delayed construction
• Future construction projects costs are expected to increase as
much as 5 percent in next two years due to:
- labor shortages of experienced tradespeople,
- potential material shortages,
- subcontractors’ capacity.
•

Estimated added construction cost for a 2-year delay: $2.1
million - intermediate school; $500,000 - high school projects.

•

Interest rates are projected to increase. A delay would require
another borrowing cost estimate that could raise costs above
the construction increases.

Feb. 20 referendum:

Citizens to vote on proposed solutions
In response to growing enrollment and an outdated technical education area, the 50-member Community Facilities Advisory Committee
recommended that the district seek voter approval for three facilities projects and operational costs. The facilities projects will be
presented in one question, and the operational costs will appear as a separate question, as required by state law.

High school classroom expansion
Cost: $9.6 million

Applied engineering &
technology (AET) renovation
Cost: $3.6 million - renovation
$1.3 million - equipment

•

The applied engineering and
technology (AET) area would be
renovated and expanded, and
equipment replaced.
• 32% of high school students
take an AET class - nearly
500 students each year.
•

•

Classrooms and equipment
are original to the school
built in 1962.

•

Skilled employees with AET
experience are needed.
The district collaborated
with businesses to create
a new vision that meets
the demands of today’s
work world and gives our
students an advantage.

•

Current facilities and
equipment prevent the
new vision from being fully
implemented.

Provides an additional 15
classrooms, sufficient for
the foreseeable future.
Classrooms would
accommodate courses in
- applied mathematics and
science,
- career training,
- technical classes,
- music and perf0rming
arts.

•

Improves school safety.

•

Reconfigures office areas
to allow for public visitors
without compromising
building security.

•

10-classroom addition
completed in 2014 is already
full and nine teachers
do not have their own
classrooms.

New intermediate school
for grades 5-6
Cost: $42.9 million

Intermediate school would:
•

Operating costs for new
intermediate school
Annual cost: $1.5 million

•

Solve classroom space
issues from kindergarten
to grade 8 in the MOST
economical manner by
•
taking grade 5 from
elementary schools and
grade 6 from middle school.

•

Focus on needs of students
in grades 5 & 6.

•

Keep students of similar
maturity levels together.

•

Be built on district-owned
land on Silver Spring Drive
east of Templeton and south
of Hamilton.

•

Consolidate resources for
the benefit of fifth- and
sixth-graders across the
district.

•

The district would not
be able to open a new
school without approval
of operational costs.
State law requires that
operational costs be a
separate question from
facility projects in a
referendum.
Operational costs are
necessary to operate and
maintain a school. They
fund transportation,
a staffed health room,
office and administrative
staff, reading specialist,
guidance counselor, social
worker and others who
support students. The
expenses provide a school
that is cleaned, heated,
cooled, insured and
maintained.

Taxpayer impact
Item:			
•
•
•
•

Mil rate impact:

AET renovation-addition
8 cents/$8 per $100,000 of property
HHS 15-classroom addition 16 cents/$16 per $100,000 of property
Intermediate school
74 cents/$74 per $100,000 of property
Operational cost
39 cents/$39 per $100,000 of property

Total mil rate impact for all questions:
All facilities + operational costs = $1.37/$137 per $100,000 of property
Cost to owner of:
$200,000 home = $274.00
$250,000 home = $342.50
$300,000 home = $411.00
$350,000 home = $479.50
$400,000 home = $548.00

If approved, full impact of the tax increase will be phased in over three years.

Taxpayers receive significant return on investment
Hamilton School District has a strong reputation as a student-centered organization that delivers an excellent, well-rounded education. Wise
fiscal decisions have led to a high return on taxpayer investment. Consider:
•
•

Among Wisconsin’s 467 K-12 school districts, Hamilton had the sixth highest rating on the State
Report Card.
Hamilton’s Aa1 bond rating by Moody’s Investor Services places it in the top five percent of
Wisconsin school districts in terms of financial health.

$20.21

•
•

Since the Seniors & Students Program began, senior citizen volunteers have contributed more than
113,000 hours at a monetary value of more than $2.3 million.
The Hamilton Education Foundation has issued more than $1.4 million in grants since it was
established in 1991.

Historical mil rate trend
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•

The district mil rate is
less than half of what it
was in 1992.

•

In the last five years
alone, the district mil
rate has dropped $1.85
or $185 per $100,000 of
property.
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If the referendum
questions are approved,
the new tax rate would
be 48 cents lower than
it was in 2012.

Comparisons to area districts:

Hamilton’s achievement high, spending low
State school report card

Tax rate

Per pupil spending

School district

State
score

School district

Mil
rate

School district

$ per
pupil

Hamilton

88.1

Menomonee Falls

11.25

New Berlin

14,337

Muskego-Norway

87.1

Palmyra-Eagle

10.90

Menomonee Falls

13,887

Elmbrook

86.8

New Berlin

10.83

Elmbrook

13,651

New Berlin

84.7

Kettle Moraine

10.08

Kettle Moraine

13,272

Kettle Moraine

84.5

Oconomowoc

10.02

Arrowhead*

13,014

Mukwonago

81.8

Pewaukee

10.01

Palmyra-Eagle

12,854

Arrowhead

81.7*

Elmbrook

9.99

Pewaukee

12,275

Menomonee Falls

80.9

Muskego-Norway

9.49

Muskego-Norway

12,045

Pewaukee

78.8

Arrowhead

8.99*

Waukesha

11,846

Oconomowoc

78.6

Germantown

8.91

Oconomowoc

11,759

Germantown

76.7

Mukwonago

8.75

Hamilton

11,758

Palmyra-Eagle

73.8

Hamilton

8.55

Germantown

11,539

Waukesha

69.7

Waukesha

8.21

Mukwonago

11,210

Based on latest available information. *Arrowhead is a grades 9-12 high school, not a K-12 district. State score Arrowhead High School only, all others are K-12 district scores. Mil rate and per pupil spending - Arrowhead plus average mil rate of seven K-8 feeder schools.

Residential development prompts need for classrooms
1,477 lots approved since 2016, another 650 considered
This map highlights where nearly 1,500 new single and multi-family
units are being developed in the Hamilton School District. These new
residential areas are in various stages of development – from
preliminary municipal approval to actual construction. In addition to
the lots shown, municipalities are considering approval of another
650 lots. Residential development within
WILLOW SPRINGS
municipalities has a direct impact on
school district enrollments.
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Want more information?
• Join us Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m. for a
Community Presentation
at the Sussex Civic Center
• Visit www.HamiltonGrows.com
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