
Pamela Bilodeau 
Woodside Elementary School counselor 
Years of service: 24 in Hamilton School District, 25 ½ in Wisconsin 
 
Pamela Bilodeau has been an elementary school counselor in the Hamilton School District for 24 years. 
She started her career in education as an English teacher in California and later became a school 
counselor in Oconomowoc. In 1991 she joined the Hamilton School District working at Maple Avenue 
and Willow Springs elementary schools as a school counselor. She transferred to Woodside when it 
opened in 1999. In addition to working as an elementary school counselor by day, Pam has been a 
psychotherapist for Cornerstone Counseling Services by night. 
 
Pam is a child-advocate at heart who goes above and beyond for the students and families she serves. 
Pam approaches any student need with thoughtfulness, compassion and long-term goals in mind. She 
sees the good in all children, and that optimistic attitude carries over to all who have the pleasure of 
collaborating with her about student programming. Students most in need of a calming, nurturing 
presence have had Pam to guide their social and emotional development over the years. Her 
contributions to Woodside will be missed. 
Degree: Bachelor’s in English and master’s in educational psychology from Cal State Hayward 
 
Ginger Felde 
Marcy Elementary School grade 5 teacher 
Years of service: 19 in Hamilton School District 
 
Marcy Elementary School grade 5 teacher Ginger Felde started her career in the Hamilton School District 
in 1991. Dedication, commitment and compassion are just a few words that quickly come to mind when 
colleagues mention Ginger Felde. 
 
She is a teacher committed to learning. Not only is she dedicated to the students she teaches, but she 
herself is a passionate learner. The impact she has had on fellow staff members and students is 
widespread. She tackles new initiatives and joins in the journey of learning with her students. She has 
made a lasting impression on them because of the experiences she shares with them, whether it is 
about the African culture, an interesting book discussion or the annual trip to Camp Minikani. She goes 
beyond the basics to provide students with the connections they need that tie their learning to real life 
experiences. Her students achieve at high levels because of her determination to help them meet her 
high expectations. 
Degree: Bachelor’s from the University of Wisconsin (UW)-Milwaukee 
 
Rita Forrester 
Willow Spring Learning Center 4K teacher 
Years of service: 20 in Hamilton School District, 24 ½ in Wisconsin 
 
Rita Forrester joined the Hamilton School District in 1995 after teaching in the Waukesha School District 
for more than four years. She first taught 5K and second grade at Willow Springs when it was an 
elementary school. When Willow Springs closed, she taught 5K at Maple Avenue for two years. 
 
Rita’s love for kindergarten brought her back to Willow Springs when it re-opened in 1998 as a K4 
building and she is the only teacher who had been part of the initial teaching staff. Rita has been 
committed to developing a quality K4 program throughout her career at Willow Springs. She has been 



instrumental in organizing schoolwide events such as the Celebration of Fall Learning and Veteran’s Day 
celebrations. She worked hard to enrich the program through grant applications. Rita’s passion and 
dedication to the K4 program has touched the lives of many students and families, and she will be 
missed dearly by the staff at Willow Springs. 
Degree: Bachelor’s from UW – Whitewater, masters from Aurora University 
 
Steve Katona 
Marcy Elementary School head custodian 
Years of service: 29 in Hamilton School District 
Steve Katona brought a smile to everyone’s face at Marcy Elementary School. His unique sense of humor 
helped everyone enjoys their days. Steve was an integral member of the Marcy family, knowing and 
sharing the history of the building. 
 
His commitment extended far beyond his custodial duties. Steve was often willing to be a guest speaker 
for classes sharing his expertise in many areas. He was always willing to step in and help a troubled child, 
and he was a friend to all staff members. He built strong relationships with teachers, students and 
parents. Steve could be depended on to help out with building needs, help organize a social activity at 
Marcy or fix just about anything that broke. Steve is missed by all who worked with him. 
 
Karen Moniza 
Elementary band director 
Years of service: 30 in Hamilton School District, 34 in Wisconsin 
Karen Moniza has been a music educator for 34 years – more than 30 of them in the Hamilton School 
District. She was hired in 1985 as the Hamilton High School band director, a role she served until 2001 
when she became the elementary band director serving students at Maple Avenue, Marcy and 
Woodside elementary schools. Karen has extensive background, training and experience teaching and 
performing in the field of instrumental music. Her musical talents and passion for teaching children how 
to play musical instruments are reflected in the quality instruction that she provided to students. Each 
year audiences are impressed with the fine end-of-the-year fifth grade band concerts. She demonstrates 
passion and commitment to building a strong instrumental music foundation that fosters a love of music 
and inspires students to continue pursuing their musical talents in and out of school.   
 
In addition to her teaching career, Karen has been a member of the Waukesha Civic Band and Jazz 
Express Big Band since 1982. She has been an adjudicator for Wisconsin School Music Association Music 
Festivals since 1981. 
 
Degree: Bachelor’s in music education from UW-Madison, masters in curriculum and instruction – music 
at UW-Milwaukee 
 
Elaine Neuhaus 
Hamilton High School assistant cook 
Years of service: 15 in Hamilton School District 
 
Elaine Neuhaus was an assistant cook at Hamilton High School who enjoyed working with staff and 
students. Prior to joining the food service staff in 1999, Elaine was a patient service representative for 
six years at Medical Associates Health Center in Menomonee Falls. While at Hamilton , she successfully 
met the requirements of Level 1 certification by the American School Food Service Association. 
 



Elaine was a valuable employee who was defined by her positive work ethic. Elaine was dependable, 
worked tirelessly without complaint and was always willing to step in and help out when needed in any 
situation. She took initiative and thought ahead to identify ways to resolve problems or obstacle. She 
recognized the importance of following safety and sanitation standards in a food service environment. 
Elaine was a trusted colleague and capable contributor to the food service program. 
 
Mary Weber 
Hamilton High School guidance administrative assistant 
Years of service: 27 in Hamilton School District 
 
Throughout the many years that Mary Weber served the Hamilton School District, she placed the 
interest of others as first priority. She began her employment in the district in 1989 at Maple Avenue 
Elementary School as a clerical aide. She was hired as the high school guidance office administrative 
assistant in March, 1998. Because of the consistent and many requests from families, students, staff and 
community members, Mary developed a system to prioritize their needs and efficiently create 
responses and documents that demonstrated her thoroughness and commitment to the workplace. 
Regardless of the numerous interruptions she made others feel important. Many relied on Mary as a 
mentor and friend. Staff members regularly sought her out to gain information on a variety of topics 
because of her breadth of knowledge, knowing she would have the answer. She is greatly missed at 
Hamilton High School. It is with sincere hope that retirement brings her joy and fulfillment. 


