
Hamilton Athletic Practice and Training Center 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 
 
What is being proposed? 
The proposal is for a 42,500-square-foot addition that includes a weight room, indoor practice space 
with artificial turf and restroom facilities. Teachers and students would use it during the school day for 
fitness education classes, and athletic and co-curricular groups would use it after school for practice and 
training. Those groups include football, baseball, track, cross-country, softball, golf, cheerleading, poms, 
marching band and robotics. 
 
What is the need? 
The facility is being considered due to several factors. 

· Athletic participation has increased 33 percent in the last 10 years; six levels of sports have been 
added. 

· Teams now train year-round. Strength, agility and speed training programs occur throughout the 
year. Some 300 student-athletes are anticipated in these programs. Winter practice times have 
been pushed back from 2:45 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. as a result of training. 

· Athletics use hallways and cafeteria for training in addition to main gym, small gym and 
wrestling room. 

· The current weight room is overcrowded. 
· Repeated dropping of free weights on the second-floor weight room creates facility distress. 
· The weight room is not ADA accessible. 

 
Where will the facility be located? 
The facility will be constructed at the back of the high school between the current weight room, small 
gym, receiving area and athletic field.  
 
What is the cost of the project? 
The total cost of the project is estimated to be $4.8 million including the facility, performance bonds, 
risk insurance, architect and construction manager fees. 
 
When will the building be constructed? 
The building will be constructed beginning in the spring of 2014 with completion anticipated fall of 2014. 
 
How will it be funded? 
The facility will be funded over two years out of the district’s maintenance budget and fund balance 
without going to referendum. This is similar to how the district funded the Marcy and Woodside 
classroom construction projects. 
 



What is a fund balance? 
The fund balance covers employee healthcare expenses because the district is self-funded and payrolls 
between tax disbursements. Unlike a family budget where income often comes monthly or more 
frequently, the district receives tax disbursements and state aid three to four times during the year. 
Prior to receiving the next state aid payment the district must cover payroll and bill payments. Without a 
fund balance the district would have to borrow funds which would result in increased fees of 
approximately $80,000 every year. 
 
How can we afford it? 
The district has funds available because of several years of favorable health care expenses and other 
cost-saving measures. 
 
Why not put these funds into personnel? 
Constructing a facility is a one-time, nonrecurring expenditure. Personnel costs are recurring, 
compounding expenditures. The district could not sustain this expense for more than two years. The 
two-year project is being funded in part through the maintenance budget.  
 
Why don’t we return the dollars to the taxpayers? 
While the cost of the project is significant, returning that amount of money to taxpayers over two years 
would have a small impact on the tax rate. An athletic practice facility is a need which will cost 
substantially less than a field house, which had been proposed several years ago. The new practice 
facility will be a solid investment in the district with direct benefits to the entire student body, not just 
athletes. 
 
What are the anticipated operational costs of the facility? 
Because the facility will not be air conditioned and will have artificial turf, annual maintenance costs will 
be minimal. The annual utility costs for electric, heating and ventilation are expected to be covered from 
savings generated from the district’s energy-conservation efforts. 
 
Will the community be able to use the facility? 
The need for the facility is due to the district’s existing lack of classroom and athletic practice space. 
Anticipated use for school-based programs will leave little time for community use. Any available time 
may be used by community group per School Board policy. 
 


